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Summary 

This article explores the enduring fear of "dangerous knowledge". It argues that the 
"de-extinction movement" towards reviving long-disappeared species has been 
understood largely through recourse to one key "story" - the Frankenstein Myth. It 
looks at three de-extinction projects - the mammoth, quagga, and thylacine - using 
the way these projects have been couched to analyse anxieties over the hubristic 
abuse of technology. The article focuses on the power of mythic narratives to not 
only explain but shape understandings of science in society, concealing more 
nuanced understandings. Indeed, deeply entrenched narratives can actually 
influence scientific endeavour. 

Opsomming 

Hierdie artikel bestudeer die vasgewortelde vrees vir "gevaarlike kennis". Daar word 
aangevoer dat die "de-uitwissingsbeweging", gemik op die hervestiging van 
langverdwene spesies, grootliks verstaan word deur die lens van een sleutelverhaal 
- die mite van Frankenstein. Orie van hierdie de-uitwissingsprojekte word ondersoek:
die mammoet, kwagga en buidelwolf. Die manier waarop hierdie projekte verstaan is,
word gebruik om vrese rondom die aanmatigende misbruik van tegnologie te
analiseer. Die artikel fokus op die mag van mitiese narratiewe in hul verklaring maar
ook hul vorming van die wetenskap in die samelewing, soos hulle ook meer
genuanseerde idees verdoesel. Diepliggende narratiewe kan inderdaad wetenskap
like ondersoek be"i"nvloed.
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Learn from me, ... at least by my example, 
how dangerous is the acquirement of 
knowledge ... 

- Mary Shelley, Frankenstein

The monster is the one doLng the experin1ent. 
- Anonymous, lab room graffiti

� 

UNISA �-

45 

'�6'1"'111f ... "°"'". 
't•11••,-�11V"' J"""-'t. �, 

..... fltCfl >JX-V •)I \1�.,,. 
'''""""' cu .. ·i 




















































