
Versions and Subversions of Islamic Cultures in 

the Fihn The Stoning of S orqya M 

Khatija Bibi Khan 

Summary 

The aim of this article is to explore the idea of versions and subversions of narrative 
constructions and reinterpretation of lslamness or Muslim cultures from an analysis 
of the film The Stoning of Soraya M. This will be done by focusing on the narratives 
authorised by men in comparison to those narratives of Islam created by women in 
the film. It will be demonstrated that male-authored narratives are anchored in the 
dastardly law of the stoningnapidation of women as found in the Hadith. In the 
fictional world of the film The Stoning of Soraya M, the stoning/lapidation of women is 
depicted as a gross distortion of the Qur'an. In short, it will be revealed that women 
can create their own narratives that shun and complicate the Qur'an and critique 
men, most of whom are the interpreters of the Qur'an. If male narratives in the film 
incline towards violent actions against women, women's response to these forms of 
violent narrative of lslamness is uneven. The film benefits narrative versions of 
women who reinterpret the Sunnah and its support of the practice of the 
stoningnapidation of women. Through the character of Zahra, women in the film 
create alternative frameworks for self-help and the call to stop the abhorrent 
practices of the physical and spiritual stoning/lapidation of women. The film suggests 
that this action by women in the film, as in real life, is fundamental to the survival of 
the most democratic versions of Islam that are threatened by orthodox and inflexible 
interpretation of the Qur'an. The attempt at retrieving contesting narrative versions of 
lslamness means engaging with multiple re-evaluations of received histories of Islam 
imagined from a privileged cultural site of the film. 

Opsomming 

Die doel van hierdie artikel is om die idee van weergawes en subweergawes van 
verhalende konstruksies en hervertolking van lslamheid of Moslemkulture uit 'n 
ontleding van die film The Stoning of Soraya M te ondersoek. Dit sal gedemonstreer 
word dat verhale deur mans geskryf, geanker is in die lafhartige wet van steniging 
van vroue soos in die Hadith gevind word. In die fiktiewe wereld van die film The 
Stoning of Soraya M, word die steniging van vroue as 'n  bose verdraaiing van die 
Koran uitgebeeld. Kortliks, dit sal aantoon dat vroue hul eie verhale kan skep wat die 
Koran ontwyk en kompliseer, en mans, waarvan die meeste vertolkers van die Koran 
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