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Summary 

Amongst the contributions to the special edition of the Journal of Literary Studies/ 
Tydskrif vir literatuurwetenskap on the oeuvre of Marlene van Niekerk (Volume 25(3) 
September, 2009), the task of translating her works into English was discussed. This 
article adopts a critical focus on four instances of the presence of T.S. Eliot's poetry 
in the translation of her novel Agaat (2004) for the South African English-speaking 
reader by Michie! Heyns (2006). 

Opsomming 

Die spesiale uitgawe van die Journal of Literary Studies/Tydskryf vir literatuur
wetenskap 25(3), September 2009 oor die oeuvre van Marlene van Niekerk bevat 
onder andere artikels oor die taak om haar werke in Engels te vertaal. Hierdie artikel 
werp 'n kritiese fokus op vier gevalle van die voorkoms van T.S Eliot se gedigte in 
Michie! Heyns (2006) se vertaling van van Niekerk se roman Agaat (2004) vir die 
Suid-Afrikaanse Engelssprekende leser. 

Introduction 

The art of translation invokes a se,nantic, syntactic, and allusive proble1natic 
so varied and \vide that, in a 'vVork as detailed and as textured as Agaa, by 
Marlene van Niekerk, not to tnention as long - 718 pages in Afrikaans and 
692 in English - the translation into English by M ichiel Heyns evokes 
ad,niration. 1--leyns (2009: 124-125) notes his inexperience and "naivety'· in 
the practice of translation. but if there \.Vere any "arrogance·• on his part, it is 
the sort of courageous self-belief for \vhich readers of the novel \vould find 
it difficult not to be grateful. In a discussion with the author and Leon de 
Kock in 2007. Heyns stated that the translation ,vas ·',nainly for a South 
African audience". and, ,,vith some a1nusen1ent, noted that ''if there is to be a 
British edition ... then perhaps that is the time to start worrying about the 
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