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Summary 

A commentary on the first revision of the text of The Story of an African Farm for at 
least a century, by Stephen Gray (2008), is followed by an argument for the integrity 
of Schreiner's text, based on the contexts which shaped her choices, the novel's 
multilingual idiom, its historical determinants of material culture and social and ethnic 
attitude, and some chronological markers and thematic sequences of the story. 

Opsomming 

Kommentaar op die eerste hersiening van die teks van The Story of an African Farm 
in minstens 'n honderd jaar, deur Stephen Gray (2008), word gevolg deur 'n 
argument vir die integriteit van Schreiner se teks, gebaseer op die kontekste wat 
haar keuses be"i"nvloed het, die roman se veeltalige idioom, sy histories bepalende 
faktore van materiele kultuurlewe en maatskaplike en etniese houding, en van die 
verhaal se chronologiese bakens en tematiese strome. 

Since the first appearance of The Story of an African Farm, the text of the 
novel has suffered from the benign, or indifferent, neglect of its "editors". 
So the appearance fro,n Penguin (South Africa) of a "125th anniversary 
edition", edited by Stephen Gray, was clearly something to look forward to. 

I. My thanks to Jean Branford, John Hilton, Robert Mack, Andrew van der
Vlies, Helize van Vuuren; lo the JLSITLW editors, readers and proofreader;
to the following libraries and librarians: the British Library, the University of
Cape Town (Sandy Shell, Lesley Hart), the University of KwaZulu-Natal,
the Natal Archives, NELM (Crystal Warren), the National Library of South
Africa (Celia), Wits University (Margaret Northey), and lo Stephen Gray
and Penguin Books (South Africa).
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