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Summary 

This article seeks to address an apparent paucity of scholarly attention in two 
interrelated areas: a lack of detailed attention to the ecology of the suburban garden 
in South African urbanisation studies; and a dearth of attention to the suburban 
garden as locus and trope in South African literature. By briefly surveying urban
planning and related studies, and then focusing on the experiential and pheno
menological dimensions of the garden poems of Mariss Everitt, the article hopes to 
articulate a space within which urban ecocriticism can take firmer root in local literary 
scholarship, and in future branch out to interdisciplinary urbanisation studies. 

Opsomming 

Hierdie artikel wil 'n duidelike gebrek aan wetenskaplike aandag in twee verband
houdende areas hanteer. Die areas is: 'n gebrek aan volledige aandag aan die 
ekologie van die voorstedelike tuin in Suid-Afrikaanse verstedelikingstudies; en 'n 
skaarste aan aandag aan die voorstedelike tuin as 'n lokus en klimaat in Suid-Afri
kaanse literatuur. Deur kortliks 'n opname van stadsbeplanning en verwante studies 
te maak, en dan op die ervarings- en fenomenologiese dimensies van Mariss Everitt 
se tuingedigte te fokus, hoop die artikel om 'n spasie waarin stedelike ekokritiek 
sterker in die plaaslike literere vakgeleerdheid kan standhou, uit te spreek, en in die 
toekoms na interdissiplinere verstedelikingstudies uit te brei. 

We were 1nightily surprised to find one of the loveliest and most curious 
Gardens that J ever saw in a Country that looks to be one of the most dismal 
and barren places in the world .... The Beauty of it consists not, as in France, 
in Co1npartments, in beds of Flowers, nor Waterworks .... By the disposition 
of the Walks this garden is divided into several indifferent big Squares, so1ne 
of which are as full of Fn1it-trees, and a1nongst the1n, besides Apple-Trees, 
Pear-Trees, Quince-Trees, Apricot-Trees and other excellent Fruits of 
Europe, you have also Ananas, Banana-Trees and several others that bear 
the rarest Fruits to be found in the several parts of the World .... The other 
Squares are sown with roots, Pulse and Herbs, and with some of the n1ost 
estee1ned Flowers of Europe, and others that we know not, v;hich are of a 
singular good Smell and Beauty. 
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