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Summary 

JanMohamed (1992), in his work on the postcolonial literature of migrants, argues 
that their "positionality [as) specular border intellectuals" is not merely the combi­
nation of initial dislocation, together with a Western education that rules out the 
possibility of "gregarious acceptance" of any new home culture, but that "home­
lessness cannot be achieved without multiple border crossings or without a constant, 
keen awareness of the politics of borders" (1992: 112). 

Through their migration as specular border intellectuals, a new form of community 
becomes possible, a community of individuals Bhabha terms the "unhomely"; a new 
internationalism, a gathering of people in the Diaspora: "To live in the unhomely 
world, to find its ambivalences and ambiguities enacted in the house of fiction, or its 
sundering and splitting performed in the work of art, is also to affirm a profound
desire for social solidarity" (1992: 18 ). 

This article offers an analysis of the house (of fiction) and home as a postcolonial 
trope characteristically problematised by Naipaul, who shows that while offering 
some intellectual and cultural possibilities, finds that these are nevertheless en­
dangered and delimited by the possibilities afforded in a globalised world. 

Opsomming 

In sy werk oor die postkoloniale migranteliteratuur voer JanMohamed (1992) aan dat 
die posisie van migrante as "reflekterende intellektuele op die grensgebied" nie bloot
'n kombinasie is van aanvanklike verplasing en  'n Westerse opvoeding wat die 
moontlikheid van 'n gewillige aanvaarding van enige nuwe tuiskultuur is nie, maar 
dat "ontheemdheid slegs deur middel van talle grensoorskrydings sender 'n kon­
stante, uitgesproke bewussyn van die politiek van grense bereik kan word" (1992: 
112; vertaling A. Visagie ). 

Deur hulle migrasie as reflekterende intellektuele op die grensgebied word 'n nuwe 
gemeenskapsin moontlik, 'n gemeenskap van individue wat Bhabha beskryf as die 
"Unheimliche", 'n nuwe internasionalisme, 'n samevoeging van mense in die dia­
spora: "Om in die unheimliche wereld te woon, om die ambivalensies en ambigu"i­
teite van hierdie wereld in die domein van die fiksie terug te vind, of die verwydering 
en gespletenheid hiervan in die domein van die kunste tot uitvoering te bring, is 

JLS11'LfV 26(3!. Sept. 1010 

ISSN 0256-4718/0nlinc 1753-5387 

9 .JLSrTLIV 
. 

UNISA r:c:-�:' 

16 

ml ... ""�·-�� .. ,_..,,,,Jll -� .. _. ..
� .......... """t• ........ .. 

.,._,..,. 




































