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Summary 

Amongst the most troublesome of classical tragedies is the Heracles by Euripides. 
Interpreters are puzzled by its form, its structure, its jarring transition, and its ending. 
However, not only are its innovative meta-theatrical devices instructive of Euripides' 
experimentation with the tragic genre; recently, Katherine Riley (2008) has revisited 
its performance history, and her comment that it resurfaces at pivotal moments of 
historical importance may engender a proposal that it contains a message that is 
significant for our time, if not, indeed, for all time. 

Opsomming 

Euripides se Herakles is een van die mees problematiese klassieke tragedies. 
lnterpreteerders krap kop oor die vorm, die struktuur, die ontstemmende oorgang en 
die slot daarvan. Dis egter nie slegs die innoverende meta-teatrale middele wat 
mens insig gee in Euripides se eksperimentering met die genre van die tragedie nie. 
Katherine Riley (2008) het die opvoergeskiedenis van hierdie tragedie weer onder­
soek en haar kommentaar dat dit op deurslaggewende oomblikke van geskied­
kundige belang weer op die toneel verskyn, kan 'n voorstel inhou dat dit 'n boodskap 
bevat wat belangrik is vir ons tyd - indien nie weliswaar vir alle tye nie. 

1 Introduction 

Scholars are dissatisfied with the Heracles of Euripides. They clain, that its 

suspenseful activity descends in bathetic rnanner toward an enfeebled 
denouen,ent. It fails as a drarna, and, certainly, it is not a "real" tragedy 

(Papadopoulou 2005: 2). It conflates an accepted forrn of a dra111atic work -

the suppliant drarna - \¥ith a play that seeks to understand the violence of 
ten,porary insanity (Griffiths 2006: 46-47, 62). Perhaps it intends to be a 

"ho111eco1ning drarna". a catalectic atternpt to appropriate the "epic 
odyssey"? Or, to e111ploy a symphonic structure, it is a play of "four 1nove-

1nents" - those of '\.vaiting for Heracles", which, perhaps, rnore aptly, rnay 
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