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Summary 

This article examines the informing conditions and conventions of Thomas Pringle's 
poem "Makanna's Gathering". I argue that despite its ostensible endorsement of 
Xhosa retaliation against colonial rule, the poem exhibits an obvious unease about 
Xhosa alterity that it attempts to contain by casting this threat within the conventions, 
borrowed from Walter Scott's novelistic treatment of gypsies, of the "wild" p ic ­
turesque. Contrary to a received consensus that the poem is manifestly anti-colonial, 
I argue that, considered in the full implication of its context, it must be understood as 
an exhibit in the spectacle of empire rather than an indictment of it. 

Opsomming 

Hierdie artikel ondersoek die ontstaansagtergrond en -konvensies van Thomas 
Pringle se gedig "Makanna's Gathering". Al lyk dit asof dit Xhosaweerwraak teen die 
koloniale gesag onderskryf, is my argument dat die gedig duidelik ongemaklik is met 
die andersheid van die Xhosas en dat dit hierdie bedreiging binne die konvensies 
van Walter Scott se romans oor sigeuners of die "wild picturesque" probeer bevat. 
Teenoor die oorgelewerde konsensus dat die gedig duidelik anti-koloniaal is, betoog 
ek dat, gelees binne al die implikasies van sy konteks, die gedig die skouspel van 
empire vertoon eerder as om dit aan die kaak stel. 

It is well known that apocalyptic and millenarian irnaginings were a 
recurrent feature of indigenous resistance to nineteenth-century colonial rule 
in the Eastern Cape. "[I]n their evocation of an idealized world and the 
resurrection of the dead in 'vvh ich the entire past became alive again," writes 
Clifton Crais, "the rnillenarian rnovernent challenged, if at rnornents only 
indirectly, the new colonial order which was emerging in the Eastern Cape" 
(Crais 1992: 207). The rnost farnous of the prophetic figures associated with 
these 1nove111ents 'vvas Nongqawuse, the teenage girl to whose prognosti­
cations the cattle kil I ings of the 1850s are attributed. Yet Nongqawuse was 
by no 111eans unique: since the beginning of the nineteenth century and the 
deepening irnpositions of British colonial rule, there had been a number of 
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