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Summary 

Africa's intelligentsia, whether creative or critical, have always been yoked with the 
task of finding a framework that would provide some tranquillity to this troubled 
region. Since the narcissism of negritude to the aestheticism of postcolonialism, the 
perennial issues about identity, the brain drain, political impasse, war and starvation 
still loom large. This article contends that, whilst debates continue to rage, it is 
pertinent to point out that with myth-making certain ideals and contradictions about 
the future of Africa can be foreseen. Economic failure, terrorism, kidnapping and 
religious crises are on the increase because leaders and followers are not taking 
cognisance of certain recurring patterns which forewarn of forthcoming events. Ben 
Okri, a renowned Nigerian novelist, is adept in using myths suggestively to foretell 
the future because he sees certain repetitive trends that are common to Africa's 
corporate existence. When viewed in mythical terms, these patterns could be pre
dictive of crises, could serve as warnings, or could be suggestive of possible 
antidotes. Okri's Astonishing the Gods and In Arcadia, using the Journey Archetype, 
foreground the use of myth as prophecy because they present symbolic plots which 
offer imaginative insights into the things to come. 

Opsomming 

Afrika se intelligentsia, hetsy kreatief of krities, was nog altyd belas met die taak om 
'n raamwerk te voorsien wat aan hierdie geteisterde streek 'n mate van rustigheid 
sal bied. Van die narsisme van negritude tot die estetisisme van postkolonialisme is 
dit steeds die voortdurende kwessies van identiteit, die uittog van kundiges, politieke 
impasse, oorlog en hongersnood wat op die voorgrond bly. Hierdie artikel voer aan 
dat, terwyl debatte voortwoed, dit belangrik is om daarop te wys dat daar met 
miteskepping sekere ideale en teenstrydighede ten opsigte van die toekoms van 
Afrika voorspel kan word. Ekonomiese mislukkings, terrorisme, ontvoering en gods
dienstige krisisse is aan die toeneem omdat leiers en volgelinge nie kennis neem 
van sekere herhalende patrone wat waarskuwings inhou van moontlike gebeure in 
die toekoms nie. Ben Okri, 'n bekende Nigeriese romanskrywer, is bedrewe in die 
kuns om mites suggestief te gebruik om die toekoms te voorspel, omdat hy sekere 
herhalende tendense kan identifiseer wat kenmerkend is van Afrika se bestaan as 
geheel. Wanneer sulke patrone in 'n mitiese konteks beskou word, kan dit 'n krisis 
voorspel, as 'n waarskuwing dien of moontlike teenmaatreels aandui. Okri se 
Astonishing the Gods en In Arcadia, waarin die reis-argetipe gebruik word, plaas die 

JLSITLW 28(4). Dec./Des. 2012 

ISSN 0256-4718/0nline 1753-5387 

©JLSITLW 

 

UNISAI�.:'

38 

� ��
·-

..,..."'.,. ��C-.,"O't 
............. 





































JLSITLW 

O'Connor, P. 
200 I Beyond the Mist: What Irish Mythology Can Teach about 

Ourselves. London: Orion. 
Okri, Ben 

1981 The landscapes Within. Longman: Harlow. 
1992 The Famished Road. London: Anchor. 
1993 Songs of Enchantment. London: Vintage. 
1995 Astonishing the Gods. London: Phoenix. 
1996 Dangerous love. London: Phoenix. 
1998 A Way o

f

Being Free: London: Phoenix. 
1998 Infinite Riches. London: Phoenix. 
1999 Mental Fight. London: Phoenix. 
2002 In Arcadia. London: Phoenix. 

Raditlhalo, San, 
2005 Beggar's Description: "Xala", the Prophetic Voice and the 

Post-Independent African State. English in Africa 32( 12): 69. 
Samuel, A. 

1985 Jung and the Post-Jungians. London: Routledge & Kegan 
Paul. 

Sorel, Georges 
1961 Reflections on Violence. New York: Collier. 

Soyinka, Wole 
1983 Forest o,f a Thousand Demons: A Hunter's Saga. London: 

Random House. 
1976 Myth, Literature and the Aji·ican World. London: Cambridge 

University Press. 
Swift, Jonathan 

2003 Gulliver's Travels. London: Penguin. 
Vine, W. E. (ed.) 

2000 Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New 
Testament Words. U.S.A: Tho,nas Nelson, p. 16. 

Watts, Alan 
1953 Myth and Ritual in Christianity. London: Beacon. 

56 

Sola Ogunbayo 
Stellenbosch University 

solaogunbayo@hotmail.com 




