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This special issue on theorising African-Language Literatures in the 
Twenty-First Century is a continuation ofVolurne 27, number 3, September 
2011. Therefore, this issue does not need any special introduction to 
highlight the concerns addressed in the articles. 

The African-Language literatures have grown in surges since the years of 
decolonisation that span nearly 50 years. Despite irnpressive publications, 
two tendencies in the appreciation of African-language literatures have 
dominated; there is the literary quasi-anthropological perspective whose 
focus has been to excavate African-language literatures in search of pre­
served traditional African values, very much perceived as irnmutable. While 
th is approach has put African-language I iteratures on the world I iterary map, 
the sa,ne approach has discouraged vigorous theoretical interpretations of 
the African-language literatures using different theories. The result has been 
that in discussions of African literatures, critics are 1nostly thinking of those 
literatures written in English, Portuguese, French and German. Theoretical 
criticisrn of African-language literatures is therefore occluded. Further­
more, critics of African literature have been predisposed by this approach to 
"go it soft" and not to be critical or adventurous in applying a varied grid of 
theories of literature that have become universal human heritage. African­
language literatures are therefore impoverished as they are mostly not 
subjected to rigorous critical scrutiny using diverse literary theories. 

On the other hand, claiming to supersede the perceived rigidity of nation­
alist and Afrocentric theories of African literatures, postcolonial theories 
ernerged, and suggest that African-language literatures could be explored 
for the value of the resistance they can offer to different forn1s of 
oppression. Unfortunately, the kinds of postcolonial approaches irnposed on 
African-language literatures have tended to search mainly for open ,nodes 
of rebellion or resistance as can be expressed in the African-language 
literatures. The result has, in some cases, been useful exposure of African-
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